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ACA Family – 

 
This time last year, there was a tremendous amount of questions, concerns and discussions as we committed 
to in-person learning.  Our Soaring Safe plan for the 2020-2021 school year served us well and we finished the 
school year without having to resort to distance learning or temporarily close down our in-person learning.  
Soaring Safe began in July 2020 as a 19 page plan and we amended it throughout the year.  It ultimately grew 
to 33 pages and I am grateful for the success we achieved by listening diligently to health care experts, making 
informed decisions, relying on parents to vigilantly self-screen students each day, and through the thousands 
of hours our teachers and staff dedicated to temperature checks, sanitizing classrooms, and integrating social 
distancing principles into the school day.  
 
Following the return from Spring Break last year, ACA made the decision to gradually removing some of the 
Soaring Safe restrictions. Our campus demonstrated terrific results and a heightened sense of personal 
responsibility as we transitioned from mask-required to mask-optional and began to eliminate some of our 
social-distancing requirements.  We celebrated together at events like our Spring Musical, end of the year 
sports banquets, and Graduation.   
 
I am excited to share that our Soaring Safe plan for this year is much, much more condensed than last year.  
As we make healthy decisions together, we are optimistic that our ACA community will be able to return to 
more normal levels of activity at the beginning of the 2021-2022 year. We have learned many lessons from our 
Soaring Safe response to the pandemic that serve to make our campus a safer, healthier campus.  We recognize 
that the coronavirus, as well as other similar health threats, can compromise our ability to learn and grow 
together.  Accordingly, we are committed to actively monitoring campus health levels as well as regional health 
trends in order to make decisions that balance student learning needs with our dedication to student health.  
We are committed to constantly evaluating our procedures and testing them against the collective wisdom 
of public health experts as well as the regulatory guidance provided by the State of Alabama, City of 
Montgomery, the Center for Disease Control (CDC), the Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH), and 
other health experts.   
 
As you know, we believe the ACA education experience is holistic – it involves growth beyond academic 
and intellectual skills. Importantly, ACA’s educational experience is purposed to grow students relationally, 
emotionally, and spiritually.  We want to be sharpened by one another (Proverbs 27:17), spurred on by one 
another (Hebrews 10:24), and held accountable to one another as we seek opportunities to bear fruit that 
blesses those around us – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control.  (Galatians 5:22-23) 
 
In His Service, 

            
Greg Glenn 
Head of School 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

At the beginning of last school year, we adopted a set of four guiding principles to direct ACA’s safety 
protocols.  These principles remain: 

 
WE ARE COMMITTED TO SAFETY. 

As we seek to maximize our ability to grow and learn together, we are determined to hold to the 
highest standards of acceptable group activities as defined by public health authorities.  We will 
fearlessly listen to all guidance offered, data collected, and evidence presented by public health experts 
to assist in making our determinations for ACA’s protocols and procedures. 
 

WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER. 
While it may be more convenient and more flexible to adopt distance learning, the truth is we are better 
when we are together.  Growth and learning are supercharged when they occur in our classroom 
environments under the watchful guidance of ACA’s fantastic faculty.  While it is true our teachers are 
all highly trained subject matter experts, it is equally true that their impact extends far beyond mastery 
of course material.  Our teachers are passionate about helping students grow across all areas of their 
life. They carefully position students to face fears, overcome obstacles, discover new talents, hone their 
giftedness, and influence others.  These are just some of the major educational experiences that are 
diminished through distance learning.  While we are unafraid to adopt distance learning models again, 
if so required, we believe we are better together. 
 

OUR ACA FAMILY IS HONEST AND FORTHRIGHT. 
Successfully implementing ACA’s health and safety protocols requires a vulnerability, honesty, and 
forthrightness few communities can expect to be embraced and embodied.  For the sake of ourselves 
and others, we must be honest with one another when faced with information that complicates our 
schedules and plans – information such as contact with the virus or experiencing symptoms consistent 
with Covid-19.  Our community is strong enough to trust each family is equally dedicated to the safety 
and wellbeing of all of us and is committed to honesty and integrity. 

 
THIS WILL NOT BE THE LAST MAJOR CRISIS OUR STUDENTS WILL NAVIGATE. 

We know our students will continue to face challenges in this world as they age and grow.  Whether in 
another worldwide pandemic, moments of economic uncertainty, periods of armed conflict and war, 
social upheaval, personal trials, or any other type of major crisis, we know our students must be 
adequately prepared to lead in challenging times.  Accordingly, we believe it is critical to take this 
moment in time captive and use it to demonstrate to students how their Creator has ordained for them 
to be wise, prudent, resilient, resourceful, and courageous even when faced with adversity. 
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REQUIRED DAILY SELF SCREENING 
 

Using guidance from the CDC and the Alabama Department of Public Health, ACA recognizes the first 
line of defense against Covid-19 is screening prior to group gatherings such as the school day.  ACA has 
successfully utilized screening procedures throughout last year and throughout the summer months for 
athletic practices, band practices, and Camp Eagle.  All students (with the oversight and cooperation of 
a parent or guardian) are required to self-screen before school each day by asking these questions (all 
answers related to the last 24 hours): 
 

1. Has the student or someone in the student’s household tested positive for Covid?  
2. Is the student awaiting Covid test results? 
3. Is the student experiencing any one or more of the following major symptoms? 

New cough, new loss of taste or smell, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
4. Is this student experiencing any two or more of the following minor symptoms? 

Fever or chills, muscle or body aches, headache, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea 
or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue  

 
 
If a student responds “Yes” to any of these four questions, they are prohibited from being on ACA’s 
campus until they can be assessed by a healthcare provider.   
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR “YES” ANSWERS TO SELF-SCREENING QUESTIONS 
 

UPDATED 01.04.22 
 

If a student responds “Yes” to question 1 (the student or a member of the student’s household tests 
positive), they shall remain off campus until they complete a 5-day quarantine period beginning with 
the first date of symptoms.  If the student or employee is asymptomatic or their symptoms are 
resolving (without fever for 24 hours), they may return to campus while wearing a mask until the 10th 
day from their positive test or onset of symptoms.  Please note that vaccination status will not negate 
Covid symptoms.   
 
If a student responds “Yes” to question 2 (awaiting test results), they shall remain off campus until 
their test results are determined. 
 
If a student responds “Yes” to question 3 (major symptoms), they shall remain at home until medically 
assessed by a healthcare provider.  Once the major symptom has been confirmed by a health care 
provider and reported to ACA’s Nurse, the parent/guardian shall work with their health care provider 
to make a determination on the student’s diagnosis.   
 
If a student responds “Yes” to question 4 (two or more minor symptoms), they shall remain at home 
until medically assessed by a healthcare provider.  This healthcare provider may be a telephone or in-
person consultation with the ACA nurse. 
 

 
           SPECIAL NOTE FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES: 
 

In accordance with AHSAA reacclimating guidelines, student-athletes may begin their 
required five-day acclimation period once released from isolation/quarantine.  This 
acclimation period may run concurrent with the 5-day required masking period.  The 
acclimation period is required to be completed prior to engaging in competition, but 
the gradual return to team activities may occur at any time the student-athlete is 
released from isolation/quarantine.   
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SPECIAL FAQ RELATED TO COVID SYMPTOMS AND TESTING 

 
MY STUDENT HAS COVID-19 SYMPTOMS AND A NEGATIVE COVID-19 TEST.  WHEN CAN THEY 
RETURN TO CAMPUS?  
 

They may return to campus either (1) 10 days from the date the first symptoms began once 
there is no fever without the use of fever-reducing medicines, symptom improvement, and 
they have felt well for 24 hours, or (2) once they have an alternative diagnosis from their health 
care provider and otherwise meet ACA’s campus health policies. 

 
MY STUDENT HAS TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19, BUT THEY DO NOT HAVE ANY SYMPTOMS.  
WHEN CAN THEY RETURN TO CAMPUS?  
 

They should remain out of school until 10 days have passed since the date of their first positive 
Covid-19 test.  On rare occasions, the quarantine period may be reduced based upon a 
mutually agreed upon plan between the Campus Nurse, a student’s health care provider, and 
a student’s parents/guardians based upon a holistic health determination. 

 
MY STUDENT HAS BEEN DETERMINED TO BE IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH SOMEONE DIAGNOSED 
WITH COVID-19.  WHEN CAN THEY RETURN TO CAMPUS?  

 
At this time, ACA will not be requiring all close contacts to quarantine.  Due to the widespread 
availability of Covid vaccines and the natural immunity/antibodies occurring in the months 
following positive individual cases, all students and parents will utilize the self-screening 
questions to make determinations regarding their student’s ability to participate in ACA 
activities.  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

WHAT IS ACA’S MASK POLICY? 
            

ACA is a mask-optional campus.  Like all other safety policies outlined in Soaring Safe, 
we will be both proactive and responsive to local Covid levels and will temporarily 
reinstate mask policies when extra precautions best serve our community.  

 
WILL ACA’S SOARING SAFE PLAN CHANGE THIS YEAR?  
 

Our goal is to provide an on-campus, in-person education for the entirety of the 2021-
2022 school year free from unnecessary restrictions; however, we understand our 
response to Covid must remain flexible.  We know governmental regulations as well as 
public health data may require ACA to adopt additional safety measures or allow for 
the discontinuance of current safety measures depending upon the risk factors present 
in our community.  
 
Last year, ACA provided regular updates throughout the school year regarding Soaring 
Safe changes.  We will continue to provide updates in a similar manner during the 2021-
2022 school year.  

 
WHERE WILL STUDENTS EAT LUNCH? 

 
Traditional lunch gatherings will be permitted this year.  Most students will eat in the 
MPR and in other common rooms.   

 
WHERE WILL CHAPEL BE HELD? 

 
Chapel is an integral part of the culture and student life at ACA.  We will continue to 
meet daily for this special time.  We will continue to build on the success of last year by 
increasing the frequency of large chapel gatherings while also regularly using small 
group chapels.   
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HOW WILL FOOTBALL AND OTHER SPORTS BE AFFECTED? 
 

ACA is governed by the Alabama High School Athletics Association (AHSAA).  As of 
August 2021, AHSAA has indicated that there will be no capacity limitations or special 
Covid protocols in place for the competition year.  Accordingly, our facilities and teams 
will operate in a similar manner to pre-Covid activities with additional cleaning and 
safety precautions.  All on-campus athletic venues will be mask-optional.   

 
CAN I VISIT MY CHILD AT SCHOOL? 
 

We are excited to fully allow parents to visit campus and classrooms this year.  
Classroom visits must be scheduled in advance with your student’s teacher.  All visitors 
must check-in with the Upper School office or Lower School office upon entering 
campus.  All campus visitors are subject to ACA’s self-screening policy outlined on page 
4.   

 
CAN I BRING SNACKS, CUPCAKES, OR OTHER TREATS TO CELEBRATE MY CHILD’S 
BIRTHDAY WITH THEIR CLASS? 
 

In class celebrations are welcome with the advance approval of your student’s teacher.  
Parents are required to speak to your student’s teacher in order to become aware of 
any food sensitivity issue that may be present for your student’s class.  Please contact 
your classroom teacher for more detailed information. 

 
WILL ACA CONTINUE TO BE PROVIDING HAND SANITZER AND OTHER CLEANING 
PRODUCTS? 
 

ACA will be providing hand sanitizing stations, access to cleaning supplies, facial tissues, 
and other similar products throughout campus.  We were pleased with our student’s 
increased attention to personal health last year – including the frequency with which 
they washed their hands and sanitized areas in which they came into sustained direct 
contact.  These new, healthy habits are encouraged to become life-long habits.  
Additionally, we encourage students to bring their own approved cleaning products 
when they desire to.  Approved cleaning products include travel sized hand sanitizer, 
travel sized disinfectant wipes, and similarly sized non-industrial cleaning supplies.  
Teachers will help to provide instruction on the proper usage of these products. 
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WILL THERE BE FIELD TRIPS THIS YEAR? 
 

Field trips and field studies will gradually resume.  Teachers are now able to schedule 
field trips in consultation with each principal.  Additionally, we are excited to return to 
some of our overnight trips, including trips to Philadelphia and Boston.  We believe an 
essential component of education occurs when students engage in travel together off 
of our ACA campus.  Accordingly, we seek to gradually return to the ideal number of 
travel experiences as travel can be scheduled and safety allows.  Masks may be required 
when using group transportation.  

 
HOW WILL ACA HANDLE CLOSE CONTACT AND CONTACT TRACING? 
 

When a student tests positive for Covid, ACA will seek to contact trace to make 
determinations of who has been a close contact, defined as within 3’ of distance for 
more than a cumulative 15 minutes of time within 24 hours.  ACA will base contact 
tracing determinations on school-related activity.  ACA will notify close contacts of their 
exposure to a classmate that tested positive.  Close contacts will be required to 
quarantine if they exhibit any Covid symptoms; however, if they do not exhibit 
symptoms and are actively taking additional precautionary steps in consultation with the 
Campus Nurse, close contacts will not be required to quarantine.  

 
HOW WILL TEACHING ASSIGNMENTS OCCUR FOR STUDENTS THAT ARE REQUIRED TO BE 
ABSENT DUE TO COVID? 
 

When a student is required to be off-campus in order to comply with Soaring Safe, the 
student will be provided with an individually tailored education plan in consultation with 
the student’s teachers and the student’s principal.  We are dedicated to meeting the 
needs of each family and to arranging for educational opportunities consistent with 
continued academic progress based upon the unique circumstances associated with 
each, individual student. 
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MAY I CONTACT ACA’S CAMPUS NURSE WITH ANY QUESTIONS? 
 

Dana Wingard, RN serves as ACA’s campus nurse and is available to students for all 
health-related needs during school.  Nurse Dana is available for consultations with all 
ACA parents and students and can be reached most easily at 
dwingard@alabamachristian.org.  
 
ACA’s Nurse’s Clinic is located just off of the main lobby in between the CLC and LEAP 
classroom.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


